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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 235559 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED BUNDESTAG COMMITTEE MEETING IN 
BERLIN: AMENDMENT OF FRG BASIC LAW 

REF: BONN 16663 

1. DEPARTMENT ENDORSES DECISION OF BONN GROUP WITH 
REGARD TO BUNDESTAG COMMITTEE MEETING IN BERLIN. 

WE ARE SOMEWHAT SURPRISED THAT FRG REPS BASE INAD- 
MISSIBILITY OF BASIC LAW AMENDMENT AGENDA ITEM ON 
THEORY THAT BASIC LAW NOT APPLICABLE IN BERLIN. IN 
VIEW OF CONTRARY GERMAN LEGAL THEORY DEEPLY HELD 
IN SOME QUARTERS, AS WELL AS AMBIGUOUS ALLIED STATE- 
MENT IN PARAGRAPH 2(C) OF KOMMANDATURA LETTER 
APPROVING BERLIN CONSTITUTION, WE WOULD HOPE DECISION 
TO EXCLUDE THAT AGENDA ITEM WILL BE PRESENTED WITHOUT 
RATIONALE OR WITH RATIONALE LIMITED TO POLITICAL INAD- 
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VISABILITY OF SUCH AN AGENDA ITEM. WE WOULD NOT WISH 
TO PROVOKE GERMAN POLITICAL DEBATE ON EXTENT TO WHICH 
BASIC LAW IS APPLICABLE TO BERLIN AND LEGALITY OF BASIC 
LAW AMENDMENT AGENDA ITEM UNDER QA. INGERSOLL 
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